THE LONGBOROUGH MORRIS

THE BACKAROUMD_TO, L0GBIRCUGH

information collected by i2.L.Domme’t.

In 1964 I was fooling for a morris side in front of Iongborough
Village's Post Office pear Stow-on-the-Wold,with a horse-whip lent to
me by one of tre villagers,when I heard "Mr.Taylor wouldn've had
that!" Several of the crowd were remembering how the grand old
generalissimo of the Longborough Morris used to stop visiting sides

, from Cambridge and Oxford in the twenties because they were not
Jumping high enough.

Harry Taylor was born in 1843 (Sharp Peck)

As a young boy he used to risk a thrashing by 2laying truant to
watch the morris (Schofield)

The last year dancing took place on Dovers Hill - the last year a
mecting was held - the morris dancers came from Longborough. (¥SS of
Mr,Horne of Chipping Campden,written by his father in 1898) The last
official Dover's Games was ‘in 1852 (History of Chipping Campden)

The team was 6 men,fool music and a hand with the box.The costune
was - Caps or high-hats: Pleated shirts,two,one to suck the sweat up:
Diagonal scarf, two rosettes on.shoulders,band round niddle,ribbons on
breasts: Trousers - but breeches and blue stockings were the right
thing: 3 vertical rows of bells on each leg tied with green and other
coloured ribbons.(Sharp) Not heavy shoes - light shoes nailed.

Harry and his brother lark were widely knowan as dancers( T logs)
Other dancers:-— _

Alf Tufley in village (Sharp)

Tom Tufley - in 1910 in Stratford where "he has a bit of land and

gets his living off it."(Sharp

George Ackerman in village (Sharp

John Collins in village %Carey)

Ned Hathaway - "offside foremost® - living in Alms Houses at Stow in

1925 and died about 1332 (T logs)
Usually hed a couple of the best dancers from Lovwier Swell in the side.
Mostly Hathaways.(Dommett)
There were close ties between the Longborough and Swell dancers.Henry
Hathaway (then aged 74) told the Travelling Morrice in 1933 that,when
Zarry Taylor came to dance with the Swell men,he used to lead the set.
‘Tor many years Harry Taylor was foreman of the Longborough side ~ he
called it "Nearside top". (Sharp)
It is not clear if there were in fact two separate teams at all but
one tean between the two villages,
Heary Hathaway was a roadman from Upper Slaughter.(T logs)

Webb was the local fiddler - knew his tunes by ear.His two sons,
Frank(Fred?) and Joe danced but moved to Bloxham,near,Adderbury,where
Frank was interviewed by Misses D.Daking,F.Marshall and J.Blunt in
Feb.1914 and Sharp on 15th.Sept 1322 (Blunt,Sharp,Dommett)

The side 'used to go up to a lane with a fiddler and pPractice night
after night abtout this time of year.” (ie.before Whitsun) (Sharp)

They danced publically only during Whit-week(Sharp)

The men used to go out for a week at Whitsun,starting each morning
with clean shirts and rosettes.They would walk to nlaces like Shipton
Stow and Moreton for the clubs,dancing at farms on  the way for cider.
The club days then were grand affaircs with bands etc.(Dommets)

The Iongborough side sometimes had a new fiddler,who played new tunes
and then the fiddler used to tell them the steps to be danced to it

-(Care
( Thezgzol was called "Squire® and was usually a George Hathaway

fro: Swell.The Sqiire often did the Jigs (most sources).His widow
told Sharp that he was known as "Merriman", “Master’ or Squire’,He
always blacked his face (Sh ) and carried a stick with a bladder at
one end and a cow's tail at the other (Sharp, T logs).He wore a
hairy thing on his head,and had a red gridiron on his seat.A smock
which had been used by a Iongborough fool was given to the Travelling
Horrice by Mr.Joynes of Longborough about 1950 and the TM use a copy
of this.Of about ¥ length it is not a good example of a traditional
smock,

George Hathaway died in 1894 aged 69.Used to say “One dancer and
six fools" His widow said "always called me the Scuire's wife" - "It
was a grand enjoyment it was”. She was 75 in 1909."He used to go and
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Luddyuusougsn 2,
do Merryman for them" - "Then we had a nerry core up.'’ The widew
was sister-in-law to wWilliam Hathaway, the Lower Swell fiddler who in,
1907 was living at Cheltenham(8,Burton St.) Her daughter,Vrs. -
Elizabeth (Edward) Hathaway lived at Chipping Sodbury and had her
father's bells.(Sharp).The daughier had helred to make the shirts -
broad pleated shirts.'A straight pleat down the centre,little frills
on each side and all the chirt with small tucks,very narrow, as
narrow as could be done.,4 or 5 on each side,Frill about an inch broad.
Didn't all have them but the best ones @id,No sticks."(Sharp)

"The Squire of the morris,that's the ccufool,used t> run rouad and

sing, Greensleeves and yellow braids,
Boys and girls they work a pace,
They save some money to buy some lace,
To lace the lady’s Greenslecves.
You must not have a natural fool,but a man with his head screwed on,
as I may say for the Squire,"(Sharp from Hathaway).It was this
Hathaway who described Sherborne as a despcrate “orris plece."

An of{ repeated story about Hathaway,the fool,was how at one farm
a dog went for him,so he dived into the doz's kennel - vhich was half
a barrel and barked and made faces at it, That mixed the dog! " (Dommett)
On Vay 31st.1910 soon after Sharp first visited Taylor Sharp was
lecturing in the Lesser Queen's Hall,K Langhan Place,Iondon (reports in
Morning Post Farnham Herald etc. for 1st June 1310).He told the
story thus - On one occasion the 'Squire" on entoring a farmstoad
was warned by the farmer that a ferocious chzined dozs would probably
make a demand for 'fatted calf'! if approached too closely.Having
cnticed the dog to the full length of his chain,the =sorris man,malking
a sudden dart,got into the kennecl himgelf,and,knceling with his head
and hands just outside,growled in such an orinous fashion, that the
dog.so far irom beines anxious for the man's calf,wes thorcughly
cowed and his raster declared that he was 'so00d for nowt ever
afterwvards.' In the same lecture Sharp told of the fool.....when
asked “What's the time’", he produccd froam his fob a larze padlock
and chain,and whacking his questioner on th: head with it,veplied
"Just struck one!*®

Harry Taylor's youngest son still lives at Ioagborough, Fred, - 3rd.
council house from boitom,at top of hill above the village's only
pub.He was too small to remember his father dancing as his father
gave it up in his mid forties.It was his dcd's only hobuy but everyone,
including his sons,used to talke it as a bit of a Jjoke.nis dad was
very nusical but-never played anything - in those days only fiddies
were cheap and that was the most difficult instrument to vick up.He
remembered his father step-dancing to horapipes - h2 had lots of
fancy steps.He also used to do morris jigs witn friends at the pubs
~ Fred remeabered in particular another Taylor vho used to dance at
Oddington.They liked %o do a dance for two “ogether, "Princess Royal®
which was his father's favourite.(Nommett) ‘

Charles “Mianie® Taylor of Church Ico:b - the Oddingtoa dancer
(Carecy) from whom the Oddinzton dances derive - kn.w the TLon ;borough
and Bledington stylcs well fiw=logs) aird was well known es.a daacer
as far away as Ilmington . .

One gets the impression thet there were no rizid denarcations
between the tcams in the area of Stow,teans being tased on
personalities rather than villages.Most dancers seencd tc know each
other through having danced with or against each other - eg.at the
competitions at Stow which all the dancers talked at length about
and no one bothered to note any details.Some local rapers that should
be searched are

Moreton Free Press,Canpden Herald and Stow-on-the-Wold Advertviser

published at Moreton from 1858 (weckly)

Campden Herald from 1862;Shipston News , 1873;Stow-on~the-Wold News,K 1572
Anotner dancer who knew the Ioagborough and Bl:dington daaces was
William Stag; from Stow.He was a great friend of Willianm Hathaway .
the fiddler,and copied out for him the tuncs noted £ro< him by Sharp.
His father and grand-father wer: noted mo.ris dancers.fe and his
brother kad been met by Sharp on 5th.July 1906 throush whistling
morris tuaes while mending sewers outside Sharp's house, 183,

Adclaide Road,london.Stagg was then living at 13,Cardian St.,
Ham~ersmith.(Sharp) Dou~las Kennedy met Sfags at Stow during a tour (
by Sharp's men's team in 1912 whea Stagg played his mouthorgan and # ~

-
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Longborough 3
danced Longtorough and Bledington dences with the side (Keancdy).

Mr,George Hathaway of the "Young Bledington" side,from whom the
Travelling Morrice derived many of thc modern ideas o3 the Bledington
tradition saié at the Ring necting feast at Stow,K l4th.Sept,.1935, that
there was e big diffsrence between the Bledingion and Iongborough-
styles of dancing.At Bledington they were told to keep their fect
near the ground,while Harry Tavlor at Loagborough stressed zettiag
well off the ground (Ring Iog).The dancers at Bludington asd
Oddinston called the galley a “hook-leg" and nade it near the ground
in contrast to Harry Teylor who made it very high,with thigh
parallel to the ground (T log).Taylor told Sharp ihat the Longborough
morris was much like the Bledington morris except that the former
did the Jjump cvery 2 bars and the latter every 4 bars.Taey often
danced tozother.The last time Taylor danced with 2 side was at the
Jubilse of 1887 when Charles Benfield from Bould (pronouinced 'Benfull
from Bowull'),the Bledington fiddler.camc over with threc dancers
Tor a ¢ay's tour.(Sharp) when asked how they menaged, the answer was
“wve danced on one side,they on thc other.”(TH log,Metadlf) Beafield
and John Hitchman,the Bledington fool,had raised the ‘'Younzg
Blzdington,alfter the local dancers at Blediungton,Idbury,Fifield etec
had retired,to provide morris at the local club days.Their last outing
was about the turn of the ceatury at the Fifisld club(Wortley).

fot all contact between sides was cordial - there was a lack of
synpathy with the "Gipsy folk* settled in Wychvood forest.i
Longborousgh tour caw: to srief at Ascott-under-‘iyvehwood vhen they
ran into Fieldtown(ILeafield) dancers in fightinz mood because they
wvere woaching on thelr territory.(Schoficld).But they were like taat.
Henry Franklin, the Fieldtowm dancer,told Sharp that the Fiastock and
Ramsden (morris)was like a nature with Leafield™ but -“the young mex
from Leafield fell .out with Finstock,had a2 row or two but decided
to have it out ., It vas a “jolly good batcle® - there were 2 fighis
at the Whit Bunt (for details of whit Hunt sec Sharp’s iorris Book).
Gzorge Steptoe,the Fisldtowa foreman,fought a nan from Finstock and
lost.It was a proper Tfizht with a timskeeper.(Sharp)

Whilst going round with the box at Iower Slaughter on the Travellins
Iorrice tour of June 1933,%Walter Abson (next yez: to become first
bagran of the korris Rings sinoke with an old naz who remc4berad the
morris at Swell and Iongborough.In adéition he told of his wife's
father who danced at Little Barrington; there was a grcat rivalry
between the Barring on and Sherborue men and on one octccoeion when
dancinz was going on at Sherborne,the Barrington dancers obtained a
prize fightcr from Fieldtown to come over and act as fool for them.
.ith hiw the Barringtoa men went over to Sherborane and keld a rival
show,with the result that the 2 fools fell foul of cach other and
the dancing ceased in favour of a stand-up fight between them.The old
man's father-ia-law was ian the Barriagton team oa this occasion and
it was ecvidently oac of his choicest memories. ’

The next phase of morris history started in 1886,with thc revival
at Bidford by D'arcy Ferrars,then living at Chelteaham.In the 1880's
D'arcy Forrars was involved in organising'revels'up and down the
countrys;in 1886 he was Mastor of the Pagcant for the Ripoa Millenary
Pageant which brought the Kirkby Malzeard sword tean to fane and
which included a Laacashire worris team (Pilling).The first aticrpt
he had at raising a morris was a troupe of boys for revels at Lord
Wantage's in August 1884.From subsequent cvauts it can be deduccd
that it herdly a2 proper wmorris, probably no attecation haviag beoea
given to tradition.It is likely th-t this cpisodec was well received
yet critised for not being “norris” becausc almost immediately
Ferrars got dowm: to the task of obtaiaing some genuine daxces.

With the aid of Dr.Fosbrooke-Powers he found a I'r.Trotmaa, then
aged 45,in the Autuwa of 1385 ,who had danccd the morris ia his youth
(probably in Bidford - the originel Bidford team had stopped about
1860 ).Fcrrars was the first person to try and write dowa morris
dances and tunes (1SS in Cecil Sharp Library) with all the -
attendent difficultics of being a pioncer.io help improve the
standard of the troupe of youths he was rzising he coatacted nany
morris men in wWarwickshire and Gloucestershire - Longborough, Brackley,
Ilmingto:,Wheatley, Buckncell, Bledington and Idbury by cvideice of
letters - Brailes,Preston on Stour,Newbold Paccy,Blackwell and
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AL FEberouign -,

Hoxainguven by adresser.ly 21,1,86 the treupe sas roudy to perfor— in
the® Bidford School's Roow with lFerrars licturing and ércssed in his
costure as 'lord of Misrule™ from the Billcslcy 014 Eaglish Fete of "
1885.(The Fictorial World - Feb.4th.1886) The boys danced to an old
pipe and tabor bought from a morris dascer in Brackley. The cpisode
vras repeated avt Alczster,Stratford and Evesharm znd ncear villages and
later at Cheltenharn, Bath and Cliftoa.The “ecircus® paid for itself and
2llowed a small wage for the danczrs.Harry Tayior did not thixk -uch
of thc Bidford dawcers - thoy were too clursy and toc hecavy on the
ground.H= had beea'ask2d to daice for 'en at Jubiliz tine Tor o et
but scuire wouldn't let him - he said “it was all aozseace'*(Sharp).

Ferrars has rec:ived = bad press frow the revivel yet ithout hin
realising the nossibilitiag in the arowing antiquarian iatciest in
folk lore there wsuld not have been e rovival! It seams to have
coimcided with Tthe start cf the modern habit of reviving cld customs
and traliitions for national celebravions (Thereby maliing thex
respectable) at Quecn Victoria's first Jubilce, The revivzl of the
Biéford Yorris and the intewest it arsused was decle .ve in saiavoining
interest in the tradition at Ilmington - it also led to Perecy manniag
reviving the Headington sides in 1897 (resulting in Boxing Day 1839)
22d the Guild of Handicrefts reviving Chipping Campden in 1902 -
which in tum preduczd another revival of the Bidford men bty Lvans,

a vet.of Stratford for the Shakespeare calebrations of 1904.This sidse,
conmprised of men vvho had danced iz 1886-7. was secn by Sharp and
MacIlwzing when dancing av Redditeh in 1306, Thris wvas arg firgt tine
they tricd o collect lances from a traditional dencer - tefore,the
Heedirgon dances had teen taught direct to the Esperzace Clut girls
and they had written dowa tie donces frow the dexacing of the chief
instructress,¥iss Florrie Warre:n.

Shorp began ki indzpiadent ccllecting of orris 2usic and Cance
with John Mazon of Stovw at +the =znd of March 1907 (Fazlish Dance znd
Song - Syring 1967 o 23) a2d the ncxt day sav wWilliaw Hathaway, the
figéler and shoenaker (aged 68 thea) already intioned Hathawey had
zley:d for Taylor and for the Leagborough torris onongst others (as

Lad iasonj) «nc fro:: Havhaviey,Saarp first hcard of Horry Taylor,But

Py

he did nov nzet Teylor +ill 1910.

Sharp was entoriar his wmost prulific nhase of coll:cting Cotawold
merris.de had spent Awas 1303 with Miss Leather in Herefordshire and
geen traditicnal cowiitry Gencing and the Brinficld i j =31, then
rsturnsé o Londoxn visitving Billy wells (Sampton Brackley,Yardliey
Gobion and sceidg the side a% Eyaskam.Ia izrch 1907 he »ublished
Hlorris Book vol.2 (first cdition) and Country Dihcs took vol.l.For
most of vhe month he was staying near Uiford with 1:0g.’izy Hobbs at
Kelmscott (the William Morrizn placc).mrs Robert Hobbz was Mirs ¥egy
Elliot a noted conccrt pianist.He was visiting Georg. Sirmpson a2t Upton
near Didcotl (c¢cycling ovir from Didco%) to learn the Sherborne norris
(cg.on 5th,24th and >1st at lcast) then h: sav the abingdon teor on
1st April.te wrote to ¥rs.M.7.St:mton wadlo Forw Ariscdte near
Stratford ( 2 milcs from Tlaingion) os £5.4,10.,

I haé o great find in an old -orris nen whon I treced Tron Sherbvorne
in Gloucestirshive.This »an is the sol:c survivor of the lest side.....
He is full of kaowicdg: ond full of dinciag aid I have boen steadily
crptylag him.....I have lgaraed more frow hi than anyomc ¢lse so far,
His dances arc guite lovilr and tae tunes are vary joeliy.I have seca

hin four tiwes zlrcady.”

Sharp leetured in ILouden (20+th) ané Rasford (ar.Mottinghar? )(25th)
cnd was staying with - 03 Stantoa on the 273h.Trow here he =rote his
first letier to the prees in the public row with “Mss Fiory Neal -
attacking in parvicular Saom Zcazett's Ilainzion side 2nd the Abingdon
dances (D2ily News 22.4.10) The causé,course cad justice of Sharpie
dispute rejuircs scnarate trcatoent,'rs,.Stanton took the tradiviinal
country daicers,the 'druscotu”’ daacers (Tnjlish Dauce and Soag Autumn
1966,p.100) vhe in fact eame from Honiagtox, to the Stratford Festivals.
¥rs Stonton was a frequent ceopacioun of Shary's,

Eharp and a fric:d sch out on a tour on thy 27th - tLrough Blackwoll
(1 mile) Ilmington(2 wore nailcs) Brailes (6 torc iiiles) and oato sce
the boys tear1 at Chipping Canpdon (7 ~ore nilcs).Denis Hathaway,who
had traincé a set of bays,which includcd Dos Fllis the prescat .
leadce of the Camzden club,lccause the 1cais side would not dance for/
Sharp,said that his daaces were vractically. Loughorough dzaces but a & .
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Longborough 5.
certain suount came from his grandfather-in-law,an old Copdon dancir.
Campden had stopped in the 1850's, ™hc Campdun daace o tha: tune "Young
Collins™ - a stick dance - was called "Longborough Morris', they want
to_look for Taylor at Longborough (Sharp).

Thcy found him over the hill from Longborough at Coadicote - Denis
Hathaway's homc village.He had ~onc over for a thatchinz job (Fred
Taylor) In “Merric¢ England and tho Morris Daicers™ »ublich.d iz “The
Jorld's vork® in August 1312 - Hrs.Hobbs wrote,

“"anocher dancer,whon Ceeil Sharp discovercd pulling Aenzels,was asked
for particulars of a ccrtain dancc.The vewron toor Cecil Snarp behind
a haysiack aad the pair capercd tosether, the old man singing trhe tune
ay the piteh of his voice,until the data necessary for the werpevuatioa
of thc dascisg werc in th. csllcetor's noiicbook.In thoe ~iddlc of this
dencing the farier came on ths scunc at s he€re-gap ~ aad sat dowr
thusderstruck.At longih he ap:roached th. dauccors,spoke apprzciatively
of thc entertain—eat he had becn given unsceta and roproack @ his
gervant,not for lcaving his work,¥or hc was on piece wori,but for
haviag beca witch hin so Nany years and never lect oa he could Jdaace,™
In Sharn's lescture on 31st lay -eationed previously ~ duriag vhich the
“emonsiration tean danced the verv reczatly collected dances Shooting
(EBracklcy).Constant Billy with two sticks(Shcrborne) and Brizhtoa Carp
(Eysshaﬁg ~ he doscribed his visit to Teylor on 224 ‘izy.Hc t0ld how
one pouring wet day he bicycled 6 -iles from z station to iatcrview a
former morris =an,?70 vears of agc.who worked as a farm hand ia one of
the hizhest paris of the Cotswolds.There under shelter of a haystack,
using 7isps of hay in lieu of the orthodox handkcrchiefssﬂr.Sharp and -
*01ld Harry©,:s thc man was callced,dasccd o “Pas de doux, the azciszat
on¢ whistling the tuncs,of which,alonz wivh the steps,notes wore taken
and afterwards pieced togather.(Morning Tost 1.6,10) Thz first dance
vonc through was Coas*ant 3illy - bacause of ive wossible rclation to
the Canpden donce, Thea Countrs Gardens — Tavlorls favaurite tuas For
th: sidcstop dancs and Hey Diddle Dis.Frad Taylor tells of his cad
having a daree with Sharp by a stacx.

Sharp returaszd to Loadoua ~ fircd soms 19re sublic letzers to the
press at hary Neal on the 9%¢h aid 10th aqd was back to Tovlor on the
+3th. Fred Taylor was 18 at the tinc -of Sharp's visits ané rcecells his
dad tcac-ing Sharp the steps.Sharp first wr-“z “owm the tunc of bt
dance and itnen whilc whistliagz or singing it,lcerat the sters and
figures by standing ovnposite (as n0,2) ana wuicing Teylor(Doaeit).
4s this was Sharp's technigue at Sherborne and Ficldiowa as well and as
all three tradifons were ouhlished very soon af .cr beinz collizesed,it
is not suprising that sor¢ of tho "poinis” of th. daaces ns sublished
do not appear in the Sharp MSS ané also that as he taught the dasces
irrcdiately vo the “dermonstration” side so "moiats® of style have
come downr chrough the EFD3S tcaching that do 20t appear in the Yorris
Books or the MSS.For sorc of the timc at Loasberoush Sharp had the
heln of a loeal thin 23 vear old,fiddler,George Jdoyngs,who hed had no
conzection with the morris but could recad usic.Till thin Joynas had
nad no idea that therc had been a local moriis so well had it died
(Donett).Sharp visited Tavlor in 1911 (14.4.11) =ud got to his great
drlight “Loadea Pride” (Sharp).Clive Carey visited Tavlor o= 22...13
on a tour of the Cotswolds for siss tiary Ncal.Douslas Kenacdy net
Taylor on the 1212 tour aad was left with the i-pression of wonderful

galleys and a difficultv of tclling what direction Taylor twisted
his haadkerchiefs -~ he amweared —ore to shakc his handkerchicfs from
the wrist not making awy circliaz overant with sac forzarm,ra hor as
the Ca mden side of that tinc deaced. faylor’s perfor -uice of the
galley was the model €nat most iaflu-aced Sharp's teachiag of the
noveaeat, :

AnoilhcT 8¢OoTy o0ld by Sharp after his visit to Lougburough was of
the two eathusiazsts wio slopt in a bed iv a parn asd cuuild never getw
0o slcep co-fortably uatil cach had danccd Jocikey to the Fair in kis
barc foct.(Mimes 1.6.10)

br Joynes uzs fired with cathusiasm afver Sharpis visits and wrote
cut sone tuncs pkred by Harry's eldcst son Heary a fiddler to give to
Sharp whea he saw hin azgain, but he wever cid.Joyacs lived at Loagborough
with his sistcr - he had becea a gardencr -ost of his life and a clock
aad watch repairer i his 'spare tins.He hnd worked on farms and as a
shepherd and in Donnington brevery,2 niles avay.l’ad -adc a collcetion
of norris tuacs that had beuea stolen Just vzfore the las. War by a
wonan visitor.(Eiart Russell, Dommett )
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Lo.agborougn 6.

After thc first World Var,¥iiliav Stag;,thcn liviaz at 33,Cccil Road,,
Hammersrith,uscd to coms to T¥DS displays in Hvde Park with ais !
grandchildren.He alwsys had a few words with the Ketiedys - cventually
he gavi his tuncbook to Heleon Kennedy.

In 1323 Rolf Gardiner went cn a walking tour acros:z the Perkshirc
downs anéd up through the Cots~olds with Christopher Scaife, thza at
Oxford aid now a profussor at the Universisty of the Libenon.They rot
scveral singers and two dancers - Harry Tzyior of ongborough and
Charles Taylor et Church JTcomb.Pelf ri-chhcres Ghorlcs doing a few
steps for hir but the meeting with Haroy was ovorloid with the
menories of subscguent visits wivh the x velling rorrice.What he
learat then was also rossthered 57 the T we-bors 1zior.

There was a lot of digratisfccrion a-ongst the Ca-bridse uadergraduate
Aorris men just bofor: this vt 1 Touad oimresgion in Rolf.He wrotc
in Youth Vol.2.p.52.1323% *....if vou nlanl thes i ertiticial
conditions where vulsarity ic »ifa 211 the “mp. go 17 JOU £rray
with thc gera-kilier & spuriovus treditionclism......the dance
subjceted to tac znato:ical truathest of tuxt-dosk logislction too
is = corgse....” He coaciaucd vy propes in) a 10 poiat iry _rauwe for
changiag the chorsctar ol WEDS.as o resulv of this arcicle he was
asked to drop out of thc cza” Tor the iag'e Theatre,
Hampersrmith, 2né-7th. July T trhn opreserd his vicws on the
EFDS @nd ~orris i ki 6.7.27 anéd 17.7.722 axd included,
":ly o few weckz ago ar a 4t e hituses of . Tavlor,once
captaia of the Loageorouph iczray szocething of the ~cthod by
which Ceceil Siuiarp celle ¢rices of &thet Particular village and
was able nov 22ly to c.rr el > ut T

‘ o o) : td collect sowe
new daaces frow b, Isylor axw :
who dancad for the 037iamtc

oy -
[SheTche]

Few of vhet bucaire the T 's vigws - szay
were very orchodox =zud vl aued wi t ooy vears ad

*
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had a decisive ifluconcy

Rolf becaie friemdly with 21.¢hs Esperance
Club during thc war 3 iars : : ry, the

zirls to war work 2nd the —e¢ because
of thc air-raids.She bheca tary In n Timach of the Pensions

Ministry.Ia 1313 (GlolLe 22
were still active though nad
she resolved never (o tudlic
her workirs to xssocince wit 1 as

in default of the Tsporazn he axng RoIf joiaed
“Kibbokift” - a morn-polivic:l oavoimi - onea tir cawping,wocderaft
aad love ol 11 lorcs »F ure ool the ai of -11 worvers,viss
Hcal was “Kooper of the u-r Joac “The Coirveget, aberlcy, Sussex
id Rolf was “Tha Rane- heRifE was founded by Joln Hargzrave on
18th.AnE. 1970 ab a time whew ho v.s a4 %y v iscicocr for Yooderaft

and Carming to the Boy foouts. H. cor woab political ind turncd

somc of the ~novescent in'o “The Greeoskiros’ or dew Social Credit
Party.

Rolf Gardincr wrote in 1928 ‘A bricf account cf the “ravelling
Morricc” which he publizheld “a fuoth Sez a:d Baltie for Ei h-Sureer
1938,

"In thc spring of 1924, two of the —orris =
conspired to give the sidc (Casbridge) a tag
They poisoned the iagzinsiios of vhoir #cllown
of Iongborough,Bladingion and Sherhornc. It ' o
ho' e-strandecd Crusadcer about Jerusnle: and the
the Travelling Morrice v.is boin. '

A shoricned version of thz log of the firse TH tour was published
in EYDS News,Mny 1925 wriiiin by 4.R.Heffer; - re Seturday 21.35.24,
Ye.sespirits rose to fuver heizat to sc. mr.ifuiry "aylor - che old
Lougborough foreman - doing enlle;s in the svrect to grect it....
Dizncing took nlnrec in the stieet bofore iuaen with Tr.7:ylor and Mr.
Joynes, the fiddler anoig the ajficnce......(cher danced Koy Diddle Dis,
Young Collins and London Tride)..."susi guite right® said ir, Taylor,
as the parvy -toved off aaé hearts swellcd uith peide.’r."arlor is
the dearcst 0ld ran, very shrowd, dusn Xing te o foulb.....ir, Tavler .
askcd to be pardoncd for "lardias i’ aad vardored he indecd was.
There is sormuthing of the sracralissino about hi An istircstiag
discovery was'nade hurc,thab dumiag Wiit-we-k thc tour dona by the

szid that so:c of her teachers

ful of atartiag again.However
ths 2FDS -ad enxcourazed
w23 soriazing ve overywhere

1
T
=
b
U o)
e

3

ca (Gardiacr and Hoffer)
¢ of the rcal thiag.

= with tke charmed nares
s liks teolkinr to the

s A717 Land.In this mood
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>
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Longborough 7,
morris ron of the district very ncarly coiacii.” viti mhe tour ol tn,
It ... Aftur collceving much nozded be.r on the vay, the ~orry o
congregated on Mr.Keenen's lawn(th: vicar) and f£.d lustily witn ",
Taylor and lr.Joynes as happy onloo.iers.......r.iylor,was:2d sith
reeiniscences of former “jangles't,forud up ih. paryy o the law: and
prcceeded to tcach 4 new dancis......Mr.Jovnes,c-reful ~an,had 211 the
tuncs neatly writicn sut and so it necded no rias 1-agiaction to
copy thu~ for the usc of the TIt.I¢ apscars that Ir.doyacs (diud Feb.,
1964 agsd 77) got his tuncs from wr,Honry T 7lor(Herry s cldest so.
a fiddler bui not a dancer,di:A gbout 1953 2zx4 ia his 80's).

In 1351 fdolf Gardiacr szid at the 38th Teuse of Che Cxybridze Morrisz
Yon.. .,"01d Harry Taylor of Longborough, a1 cetozenarian,with Zicen 3
c¢ve,et us iaculatcly drcssed but galleyiar in the village sir
*Skusc me lardin i1 surr,lLut thic-yer be a -row-karncred G.meg!
his com=ent o1 onc it of our r.nortoire! (sresu-atly Swag-ering Boac:)
The men oa this tour wir: Guorge Cookz, Pcter Fox, Thoras Adkias,Aithoay
Pi-,Kenworthy Schoficld Jin La Touche ("rceasurcr) RG1f Gzrdincr{Cook)’
Arthur Heffer(losiaster) and Alsn Richards(Fiddler - tut uscd 2 book )
After tho tour (Cccil Sharp diid on 23.5.24 whilc tour dracing at last
stop at Addecrbury) Keaworthy aad Fox went bzack irm ediately Lo iatcrvicy
so—¢ of thz dancers they had et oa the tcur. Eeavor.hy egain visited
Benfield and Harry Taylor ia Septoimber 124,

The 3rd T tour (O:xxford Wle " kly Yews 9.9.25) rcturacd *o the Cotsvolds.
Capt.:.u.v.Kottlewell said that the ™ went... to test corrgctness of
¢ances taught by the WFEDS“... 8 =en fro- che Su~er School of tiu [IFD3
at Cambridge....with Llsicec Avril playing....visited...."0ld d=z.cers
turz-d out to see....thirc can bc no “aancr of “oubt as to tac accuracy
of Cceil Sharp’s rescarch an. teaching.®

On Tucsday,25¢h August at Stow,they talkcd to Hed Hathaway.H: vold
of Pritish Grenadicrs,a Loagborous™ dance.It was a “sidestep amd corer
throuzh” dance,(Sharp had it as aa ordinary sidustep dance). The ;
ordinary foriwla rovitents he know were 50 zud cov e back, “thca go
rouad keeping your faces™ and “"go round keiping your backs" (. lozs)
Sehofic1d wrote in his noscbook,... 'thet in sidzsiep daaces the forale
noverants - Foot-up (probably with ju ps bduik Tics) kalf-gyp.vwholc
gyp and back-to-back vera often usged.*t

“he next day at Lougborough thcv 4id 5.0 shows. The aristocracy of
the district awaited us on the vicarage law:. Heriy Zajlor, of course,
was there and overi-ved to secc us 22d it w2s waGiT his Frion 1y but
criticzl cye tha® th: first show vazs given.vhich was =l-ost cailircly
Lozgborough.fis reccotion of these was not uwaifor-lw aprroving thoush
he was so pleascd to sec the dancing that he hardly liikes to criticisc
us?™here was a good dexl of now infermation fre Teylor,. "%z 4id vhole
zip footuing in the half-gip and ao shaufflcs ia whie oace to yourself =z=ad
he seened to approve of this.We also Tleased hi~ by doinz Cuckoo's
Hest whieh he had taught us the last tine,* Schoficlé .-SS has he
arpeared quitc satisfied and cxpresscd sunriss chat tacy had romerbercd
it." The T. log continucs "'Howcver when we tried *iid of the [ill
wish sidestep and caper through w. wers pull-d up; 'aot abvsoluicly
wrong, but differeat from what he had done it',while Svagzering Boney
was altogether wroax.” He taught a rovised version of the Ancaec and
Jockey %o ths fzir,; jig."Buyond this we heard of Salurday Nigk:, Baiks
of the Dec and a hesl and toe to We ¥ont Go Homc Till Poraing,which Le
whistled likc Grernslecves.®

Ia October 1925 Schoficld and D.Keanedy visited Taylor and others
to confirm what had been learnt and to obtain further infor ation.

Soric of the inforation zleined was writhea up bty Schofic¢ld and
published in the Jouranal of the =™S in 1928(Fizldtown) and 1930
{Loagborouzh).

The ‘local iaterest genserated by the T visits cncouraged sore locn
mecn to get together to practice.Thoy met in a local barn uader Hr.
Joyncs and Heary Taylor wivh the help of Harry.Thoy i1ever rosc to a
puolic perfornaice but thoerce arc still wea in th: villame who caa do
a few stcps - in th~ orthodox Tashion - with their nands raised up
at sid. of hcad:yithout waviaz of thc haads or handkorchiefs, (Do v ett)

The TV contiaued t6 visit Tongborough - oa thu 7th tour Harry
Toylor “cowplained thai shirts did .ot gobt 2-arly as wet as thosc of
a traditional tva..In his day oac ¢once left the sear so exhausied
they eouldn’t i~ediately peofor: amother.He ate. vicd to rowber a
Longborougn "Hopfrog” biut foiled to do so.®

A
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Harry Taylor dicd ia 1931 aged 87.Sec also "Two Cocswold Morris }en®

Journal XFDSS 1532 by A.L.Peck. .

T THE DuNCES,

Order of figures:- the order was flexible but gor-ally Foot-up,
Half-gip,Back~to-back,Whole-gip,¥hslc Hey (Sharp).When the chorus
included half heys the final wholc-hcy was usuzlly o —itted and
the daonce caded with caper-out on the second half hcy of ¢ chorus
(Schofield),or a2lteranatively the final chorus was o~ ‘istcd znd
the dance endud with caper-out at the end of whole-hey to the A
susic which thea i wediatcly followed whole-gip(Sharp).

It was the practicc to shorten dances ra:her than let then
flag and in varticular sid-sten dances were rerfor-ed®singlae!,ic.
with one B "usic only,such thal alt.rnate fizurcs were daaced
with the set reverscd (Schoficld).It is probable that certain
danccs,es.London Pride and Girl T Left B:hind ie,werc nor ally
daaced this way (Carcy) and that others,B.nks of th: Dec and
Country Gardens. rarsly werc.

Half-rounds onlv occursd in skew-coricr danccs,wherc they were
oaly danccd aftir a corncr ~ovc-ent had brouziht -en to ths vrong
side ai1d were imwediatclt fellowsd by the sa.¢ corasr —ovilent
repeated to nlaces.

4 spccial Feature were the ju.ps cvery 2 bors.

Shuffles vere noted ia the ~iddle 3 fizurcs,including whole-gip
by Sharp but later Taylor repudiated saurfles in sov dznces,
prefering a slow:ir anc woaker form of backsten,

Taylor told Siarp,'hands out and waviaz and held well up all
tire but opuning ther out at Juwp.In sidcstep onc hand up waviaz.
In capering true circles in vescical plane in froaw: of body, cut
then in (hanks togsther) thon out.®

Morris Off - “Hey Diddlc Dis*

Stepping scquince was 3 bars double step,galley turnin rizht round
(only the first bar of wint is now considcied a galley) 2
half-capers (Furries) and 4 plain ccpers zd 1lib. Start by doinz
helf-rounds 2 or 3 tives and cnca dance off following lcadsr.

Sidestep Gances - "Banks of the Dee',"British Grenadicrs*, "Country
sardons”yGirl I Left Beohind Rie'PGreenslouves™, "Highland Fary®,
"London Fride',"01d Woran Tossed Up."

Usually a sidestep to left,a double step facing front,a sidsstep
to right,fe2t togeiher jwwp then half hey,but s3¢ctincs, and 0ld
Woman Tossed Up usually thoe fecot togothor Jjup rewlaced by a
doublc stcp facing front. Whea éescribing Country Gardons to
Gzrdiner Taylor insisted thet th: sucoad bar was a 4/3 step and
intinated that he had had difficulty with his own side on this
noint,
" Sharp and Carcy have end dance with gallcy and caper up.

Shepherd's Huy Jig - aiso danced by the wholc sidc facing up in
colu-n.Then thc clavping was that usual Tor the jig els.where.

Princess Roycl Jig ~ can extend dance by -aoller slow cager usie
and danciag half capcrs (CF Barpton) Fach nart of the jig can
cnd with a gialley,backsteps or plain cawers.(Carcy)

Jockey o the Fair Jig - like Princess Hoyal - usually done by 2
daacers.the B nusic had an opening 4 bar sidestep thon followed
a au~ber of half capers with single capcrs with wsves to end up
with.Hdarry Taylor described it as a "Hard dance” - i¢.tiring!
Thc B -rusic being so long,it zives »lenty of scope for variations
differcnt danccrs as well as different viilages doing itv as thay
plcased no doubt(Schoficld)

Some account must be iven of tho slow capors.They hove been
described in various ways and Taylor rocojniscd at. loast 4 for-s.

- R ft. . R I ft. hl. hl.
Forccapaors:~ rth. J R. L. For:icapers with rtb. J° hkr hkr

galleys

J
Uprights:~ xh., or W®, L, - thc crosshops being done cither i»orvard,
xh crossing ia front or backward brinsing
foot bchind onc vAth weight oa.
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THE LONGBOROUGH MORRIS And Tscue

In 1964 I was the focl for the Farmborough Morris im a show outside Lonrgborough's
Post Office mear Stow-om-the-Wold whem I heard "Mr,Taylor wouldm've had that!®
Several of the crovd wers remsmberimg how the gramd old gemeralissimo of the
Longborough Morris used to stop visiting mides from Cambridge and Oxford im the
1920's because they were mot Jumpimg high emough.I apoke to two men vwho had started
to damce in the 1920's,rant to mee Harry's youngest son Fred,them living in the
third council house from the bottom om the right at the top of the hill above the
villege’s oaly pub,and later came back with Ewart Russell to ses the local
fiddler Joymes.This accoumt collates that informatiom with mterial from Sharp,
Morris Books,MSS amd Field Notes sCarey,Scholfield,Kennady,T™M Logs and others,

PART ONE - THE ANECDOTES to Stephen and Elizabeth Taylor.Was Stephen a dancer?
Harry Taylor was borm in 1843/As a young boy he used to risk a thrashiag by
rlaying truant to watch the morris.At that time the local sides uzed to meet at
Stow to conpete for the right to dance "or the hill" at Dover's Games ,Only one
side was allowed anrd they gaimed the privilege.cf selling the yellow Dover's
favours,what we would call today rosettes.The last year that worris dancing took
Place ox Dovers Hill and the last year a neeting was held was in 1852 and the
dancers came from Lomgborough according to the Mss of Mr Horme of Chipping Campien
written by his father in 1898,

The Dancers

The team was 6 dancers,a fool ,a fiddler and a hamd with the money box,

The Travelling Morrice were told that Harry and Marck Taylor vere widely
known as dancen/%giﬂn?f'gan}g ﬁé’:%?tué’-w}‘o?.‘%".t- BS gﬂ’?&rﬁ "Nearside Top”.
There ware close tles between the Longborough and Lower Swell dancers,Fred Taylor
said that his father usually had a couple of the best dancers from Lowar Swell im
the side,mostly Hathaways Heary Hathaway,then aged 74,told the Travelling Morrice
in 1933 that whea Barry came to dance with the Swell men he used to lead the smet.
Henry Hathamay was a roadmam from Upper Slaughter.local fiddlers spoke of playing
for the Lower Swell xide so IroltMly ' there was only/gxsrtean between the two places.

wseet 1‘%«1 Taylor was too small to remexber his father dancling in a team as his
father gave 1t up iz his mid-forties.It was his father's only hobby but -everyone,
including his sons,used to take it as a bit of a Joke.His dad was very musical
but never played amything - in those days only fiddles were cheap and that was
the most difficult Instrumemat to pick up.He remembered his father step-dancing
to hornpipes - he had lots of fancy steps.He also used to damce worris Jgs with
friends at the pube.Fred remembared in particular another Taylor who used to dance
at Oddington.They 1iked to do a dance for two together,"Princess Royal™ which was
his father's favourite,Charles "Mimmie" Taylor of Church Icomb,the Oddington dancer
from whom the Oddimgtom damces derive,kmew the Longboroughfﬂlcftﬁfﬁfngton styles
as well ard wvas well kmown as a dawcer at least as far ag Ilwington,

Insert 1: A newsraper advert for 19.6,1886 in the Moreton Free Press eaid "Morrle Dangers
The Longborough and Lower Swell Morris dancers will give an entertainment in the Swan
Assexmbly Room,this evening,at seven o'clock.”
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Other danmcers ware,

George Ackerman b.1849,11iving im the village when Sharp visited, but as he was
thought mot to be & first rate dancer Sharp mever followed him up,

io_h‘n, Collins,living hbizllgs‘éuhgo and met by Clive Carey im 1913,

Edwin "Ned" HathawayAtho damced 0.2 or "offside foremost™.Hs was living in the
Almg Houses at Stow m:; the Travelling Morrice visited im 1925 and died about
1932,He married the Maughter of the fool Georga Hathaway,Elizabeth Jeffries in 1875,

Alf Tufley,living in the village when Sharp visited.

Thomas "Ton" Tufley,im 1910 living at Shottery mear Stratford where "he has a
bit of land amd gets his liviag off it.”

Richard (Wetd was a local flddler who kuew his times by ear.His two soms Framk (or Fred)

and Joe danced/g&%hh}{%spnoved to Floxham,mear Adderburyﬁ]?gi‘& H“ng WAS

intervieved by the Misses D Daking,P Marshall and J Blurt in Fetruary 1914 and

John Mason,the fiddler,married Richard Webb's
Cecil Sharp or 15 Septembsr 1922, daughter S;mh in 1851 in Stow. )
Another dancexr who lamew the Longborough and Bledington dances was William Stagg(smgg?)l

from Stow.His father and grand-father were moted morris aa.ncers/ni Bid%his brother,
who presumably had also been a dancer,had beem met by Cecil Sharp on § July 1906
because they were whistling morris tunes while mending sewers outside Sharp's
house at 183,Adelaide Road,London.Stagg was them 1iving at 18,Cardian St.,
Hammersmith.Douglas Kemnedy met Stagg at Stow during a tour by Sharp's ren’s tean
in 1912 when Stagg played his mouthorgan and danced Longborough and Bledington
dances with the side.After WWI William lived at 38,Cecil Road,Hammersmith and
used to come to the EFDS displays in Hyde Park with his grandchildren.He always
had a few woxrds with the Kennedys,
The Costume
There is a sketch of the costume iwside the front cover of Sharp Field Notebook
1910 IX.The dancers wore caps or half-high hats although high hats were tl-m right
thing.They tried to have pleated shirts and to wear two,the sacond to suck the
sweat up,Mrs Edward Hathaway had helped to make the shirts,clothes mking was a
common chore for daughters at home »and they were broad pleated.”A straight
Pleat down the centre,little frills on each side and all the shirt with s=all
tucke,very narrow,as narrow as could be done,t or 5 on each sids.Frill about an
inch troad.Dide't a1l have Then but the best omes did," so shs told Sharp.
Sharp's mss says a diagomal scarf but the sketch shows a conventlonal crossed
taldrick in blue braid and a band around the dancer's middle in red traid.The
words bow and rosette Bre used almost interchangably but it seems that what was
intended was ,

a, rosettes on the thoulders - rossibly red as the other rosettes are red

ard 1ikely to be very high up becanse of,
b. ritbons on bresats (ox heart),
‘¢, ribbors around each upper arm,tied with a bow and having three short streamers,
one red and two blue.All bows were blue amd red, )

Insert 2 - A ran of this name was baptised in Stow in 1849,whose parents 1ived in Maugersbury
and died in 1925,aged 75 and was burled in Stow,was local enough to have been the dancer,
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d. red rossette at the lovwest ends of the teldrick.Both here and at the
shoulder there were mrolably bows as well,
s. & bow at the tie poimt for the waist tand,.

Most of them wore troussrs but bresches and blue stockings wers considered to be
the right thing.The bell pads had three vertical rows of bells ox ~each leg tied
with greem and other coloursd ribbons,Harry Taylor told Sharp "Cant dance in
heavy shoes,Cant get off the ground.I used light shoes nailed.”™
They carried their handkerchiefs tied on the middle finger.They did not use sticks.
The Philosophy

The side "used to go up to & lane with a flddler and practice night after might
about this time of ysar",that 4s,before Whitsum.They danced publically only durimg
Whit-week.Dovers Games used to be in that week.Fred Taylor sald that they used to
go out for the week,starting each morming with clean shirta and rosettes.They
would walk to places like Shipton,Stow and Moreton for the ¢luba ,dancing at farms
on the way for cider.The club days then were grand affairs with tbands amd .
extertainment = the clubs being the village Friendly Socleties which would have '
an annual share-out with a club walk,feasting and entertaimment,

The side sometimes had a mew fiddler who played mew tunes and then the fiddler
used to tell them the steps to be danced to it.

Harry seldom had a good set of dancers,

“Put your best men on odd side,the duffers on the even.

¥We never cared 50 long as we had three good 'wms,."

He also suggested "Put tall omes in front,short omes behind,”

On the 7th TM tour Harry Taylor " complained that shirts did not get nearly as
wet as those of a traditional team,In his day one dance left the tsam s0 exhausted

they couldn’t imnediately perforam another.,”

The Mexrriman

The fool wam called "Squire” or "Master™ amd it was usually George Hathaway from
Swell.His widow told Sharp that he also known as "Merriman" another local term,used
for example at Guiting.The fool always had a blackened face.William Hathaway,the

fiddler,said that Jack the lad,the whistle Player from Bourton-on-the-Water,used

v This must be "Jim the Laddie" who died of drink in the 1850's
to black the fool's face. vhose real name was probably Simpson,alias McDonald,born in
The fool carried a stick with a bladder at one end and 2 cow's tail at the othar, o«

He wore a haliry thing on his head and had a red grid-iron marked on his seat.A smock EY
that had been used by a Longborough fool was glven to the Travelling Morrice by : -
Mr Joynes of Lomgborough about 1950 and they use a copy of thiz smock.Of abaut ‘{
three quarters length it 1s not a very good example of a traditional snock,

The fool often did the jigs - Princess Royal and Jockey to the Fair wers mentiomed
rost often.Only the fool was remembered as doing the taccaplpes dance Greensleeves,
George Hathaway died in 1894 aggZ/gg.He used to say “One dancer amd six fools!"

His widow/who was 75 in 1909,saiqd "always called me the Squire’s wife” and thought,
and second wife,Jane,was Harry Taylor's sister and already s widow named Jeffries
when they married in 1860

I o R
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"it was a grand enjoyment 1t was” and "he used to go and do merrimim for them -

then we hﬂ,eﬁr“n‘w come upl” George's brother was William Hathaway the fiddler.
George's/daughter Elizabsth married Edwin Hathaway a dancer amd had her father's
bells when Sharp met her at Chippimg Sodbury.She had helped to make the shirts.

An oTt repeated story about Hathaway the fool was about how at one farm a dog

went for him,so he dived into the aog'n kennel,which was half a tarrel,and tarked

and made faces at 1t."That mixed the dog"."Dog never good at housekesping arter thatl"
On May 31st 1910 soom after Sharp first visited Taylor,Sharp vas lacturing im the
Lesser Queen's Hall,langham Place,London,There are reports in the Morning Post and
Farnham Herald for 1 June 1910.He told the story thus,

On one occasion the "Squire” or entering a farmsteadl was- warmed by the farmer
that a feroclous chained dog would mrobtably make & demand for ‘fatted calf' if
apmroached too closely.Having enticed the dog to the full length of his chain,
the morris man,making a sudden dart,got into the kennel himself,and ,kneeling
with hls head and hands Just outside,growled in such an ominous fashlon,that
the dog,s0 far from being anxious for the man's calf,was thoroughly cowed and
his master declared that he was 'good for mowt ever afterwards®,

In the same lecture Sharp told of the £oel.s.....when asked "What's the tine?"
he produced from his fob a large padlock and chain,and whacking his questioner
on the head with it,replied "just astruck one’" ’

Willian Hathaway told Sharp "the Squire of the morris,that’s the tomfool,used

to mm round and sing,

‘Greenslesves and yellow btraids (lace)
Boys and glrls they work a mace
They save some monsy to buy some lace
To lace the lady's Greensleeves.®

You must mot have a natural fool,but & man with his head screwsd on,as I ray say,
for Squire.™ It was this Hathaway who described Sherborne as a "desperate morris

mlace",

Another story told by Sharp after his visit to Longborough was reported in the

Times of 1 June 1910.It was of the two enthusiasts who Blept in a bed in & btarn
and could never get to sleep comfortably until each had danced Jockey to the Fair
in his bare feet.

The Fnd

Why the morris stopped 1= not clear.It must have been a mixture of rsasons.One

vas local distaste amongst the gentry.In the Peacock collection there ism an iten
from the wife of Maynard,the Travelling Morrice fiddler "BM",who was the grand=-
daughter of the Rev Etches,vicar of Longborough about 1880.The Rev Etches is said
to have suppressed the morris in Longborough e 1880 because the dancers,when
chased by the fool,used to hide tmder the women's skirts and thls was not thought
'mroper' by Mrs Etches..The reason was not as Willaim Palmer had ‘once-been led to
belleve,that the men were frequently very drunk and disorderly, ...

Harry Taylor told Sharp that the.Longborough morris was nuch like -1"._he Bledington

morris and that they often danced together.Perhaps sharing dancers as seened to be
common in that area,The last tige Taylor danced with a side was.at the Jubilee of
1887 when Charles Benfield of Bould (pronounced ‘*Renfull fronBowull') the. T
Bledington fiddler,who was ever ready to make a bit of money,came over with three
dancers for a day's tour.When later asked by the TM how they ranaged,the answer was
"we danced on one sids,they on the other.®

But is may not have been.the end .Posaibly there was still danciﬂé ‘ﬁo-t':.!.nv;al'ving

Taylor.Miss Brown wrote to-Maud Karpeles in 1971 that her grandfather had 1ived
next door to Harry Taylor and remembered the side dancing when they visited
Sezincote where he was a lad gardener and it must have been in the 1890's as he
was born about 1881.In a.second letter shs said that the Longborough morris used
to dance mainly at Christmas ,when they went from house to house with the EUERMErS,
They included a Walter Taylor (no known relation to Harry) & Webb and a Tuffley.
As Tiddy had the Longborough play text from Tom Tuffley a dancer the avallable
information is. consistent. : =

Did the collectors ignore this period because the dancers the.y Bboke. to w.ere not

involved,the dancing had degenerated or the Season spoilt its authenticity?
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PART TWO = THE RECOVERY
The recovery of the Lomgborough damces was im two phases,the collectors before .

W1 and the Travellimg Morrice, The leader ‘Trotman came frxom Idbury near
The Non-Event Bledington _‘/

In the Autumn of 1885 D'Arcy Ferris started to revive the Bidford morris¥To help
improve the standard of:the troups of youths hs contacted rary morris men im
Warwickshire and Gloucestershire.Harry Taylor had besm "asked to dance for 'em at
Jubiles time for a week,but squire woulda't let him,he said 1t vas all monsense,”
The Bidford men were got together agaln in 1904 for the Shakespearsan celebrations
that year at Stratford by the secretary of the festival Mr Evams,a vet of Stratford,
Mr Evans collected songs and oral history using an early Edison phonrograph.This
side comprised of men who had damced in 1886-7 was seen by Sharp and MacIlvaine
when dancing at Redditch im 1906.This was the first time they tried to collect
dances from traditional dancers - before,the Headington dances had been taught
direct to the Esperance Club girls amd they had been written down from the dancing

of the chlef instructress Miss Florrie Warren,

Ceci] Sharp )

Sharp began his independent collecting of morris music and dance with Joha
Yazon at Stow at the end of Mareh 1907 ~(see Erglish Dance and Song,Smring 1967 P.23.)
Sharp got a Maid of the Mill from Mason which he published in Folk Dance Afrs ag
from Lower Swell.From Mason he learnt of William Hathaway,a lame shoemaker,then
living at 8,Burton St.,Cheltenhan andﬁomer Lower. -Swell fiddler.Sharp saw him
on the 30 amd 31 of March amd 4 April and again on 9 August 1909,.From the ages
given William must have been bornm between 5.4,1840 and 9.8.1840?&80: knaw "Bi11"
well enough to bs adble to give Sharp a version.of Black Joke as rlayed by Hathaway,
When asked about his version of Princess Royal Masor said "I began DPersuading it
about”,but Hathaway claimed for his..version “this is absolutely correct.” From
Hathaway Sharp learnt of Alf Tufley,Harry Taylor at Longborough and Albert Taylox
of Lower Swell but he did not follow them up ti11 1910.Carey noted Albert as a
Bledington dancer = yet another universal man? William Stagg was a great frieand of
William Hathaway and copied out for him the tunes noted from him by Sharp from
Sharp’s notebooks.Sharp often allowed this rractice.Many years later Stagg gave
his tunebook to Helen Kennedy.Sharp met amother fiddler J.Hathavay on 1 August
who pPlayed for the morris about Stow,

Sharp entered his prolific thase of collecting dantes in 1910,He spent Xras 1909
with Mise Leather in Herefordshire and saw traditional country dancing and the
Brimfleld Morris Team -(see Englisch Dapce and Song Autumm 1969 p.98.)He rsturned
to London visiting Billy Wells of Ba.npton,nra.ckley,rardloy Gobion and sesing the
s1de at Eynchan/$8r"B8a¥*¥s March 1910 he stayed mear Oxford with Mrs May Hobbe,
better known ag Miss May Elliot a noted comcert rlanist,at Xelmscott,the William
Morris place,
insert at + (Charles Hughes of Naunton mold Hathaway his first fiddls iw exchange

for a pir of boots worth 3/64.)
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He was visiting George Simpaon at Upton mear Didcot,cycling over from Dideot,to
learn the Sherborme morris (eg om 5th,24th amd 3lxt at least).Ceorge had & “young -
tean of boys and ome of girls aged 10-11 years old and a local young womam as
fiddler but Sharp ignored these,although thay wers filmed for & 2 rsel epic! Sharp
wrote to Mrs M L Stantom of Ladle Farm,Armacote,near Stratford,about 2 miles from
Ilmington on 23.4.10,
"I had & great find im an 0ld norris man whom I traced from Sherborne in
Gloucestershire.This man is the sole survivor of the last side,......He is
full of krowledge and full of dancing and I have been steadily emptying him
essees I have learnsd more from him than anyone else 8o far.His dances are
quite lovely and the tumes are very Jolly.I have seen him four times already,”
Sharp saw the Abingdon side in Abingdon om 1st Aprll with Mary Neal.He lectured
in London on the 20th'and at Retford,Nottingham om 25th and was staying with
Mre Stanton on the 27th.From here he wrote his first letter to the press to start
the publlc dispute with Mary Neal,attacking im marticular Sam Bemnett's Ilmington
cide and the Abingdon dances (Daily News 29.4.10). Mra Stanton wag a frequent companion
of Sharp's at this time.She took the local traditional country dancers,the
"Armscote" dancers,who in fact came from Honington,to the Stratford Festivals -
see English Dance and Song Autumn 1966 p.100.
Meeting Harpy Taylor
Cecil Sharp and & friemrd set out om a tour on the 27th April 1910 - through
Blackwell (1 mile) Ilmington (2 more niles) Erailes (6 more miles) and onto to see
the boys team at Chipping Campden(? more miles). W.D.Hatheway had trained a set of
boys because the men's side would mot dance for Sharp.Denis s2id that his dances
were practically Longborough dances but a certain amownt came from hls grandfather
in law,an old Campden dancer,The dance to the tune Young Collins - a mtick dance =
was called Longborough Morris +«They went on to look for Taylor at Longborough.
They found him over the hill from Lomgborough at Condicote,Denis Hathaway's
home village.He had gome over for a thatching Jjob according to Fred Taylor his son
in 1964.In"Merrie England and the Morris Dancers” published in "The World's Work"
in August 1912,Mrs Hobbs wrote,
“Another dancer,whom Cecil Sharp discoversd pulling rangels,wvas asked for
mrticulars of a certain dance.The ¥etran took Cecil Sharp behind a ,
haystack and the pair capered together,the old man singing the tume at
the pitch of his voice,until the data necessary for the perpetuation of
the dancing were in the collector's motebook.In the middle of the dAncing
the farmer came om the scene at a hedge-gap and sat down thunderstruck,
At length he approached the darcers,spoke appreciatively of the |
entertainment he had been givem unseen and rerroached his servant,mot for
leaving his work,for he was ox piece work,but for having been with him for
50 many years and never let or he could dance.”
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In Sharp’s lecturs on 31 May,mentioned previously,as reported im ths Morning Post
on 1,6.10 he described his visit to Taylor on 2 May.Hs told how ome pouring wet
day he bicycled 6 ailes from a station to interview a former morris man,70 years

of ags,who worked as & farm hand in one of the highest parts of the Cotswolds.Thare
under shelter of a haystack,using wisps of hay im 1ieu of the orthodox handkerchiefs
Mr Sharp and "0ld Harry",as the man was called,danced & "Pas de Doux",the ancient
one whistling the tunes,of which,along with the steps,notes were taken and afterwards
Pleced together.The first daunce goms through was Comstant Billy,because of its
Poasible relation to the Campden dance.Then Country Gardens ,'I‘a.ylor'i; favourite

trme for the sidestep damce amd then Hey Diddle Dis,.Fred Taylor has the same story
‘of his dad haviné & dance with Sharp by a stack.The demomnstratiom side at that
lecture danced the very recently collected dances,Shooting (BInckley),Conntant
Billy with two sticks (Sherborme) amd Erighton Camp (Eynshan).Sharp was 50 and

on the brink of public recognition for his work,

Sharp returned to Lomdon at the beglnming of May and wrote to the press about

Mary Neal on the 9th and 10th and was tack “with Taylor on the 13th,Fred Taylor '
vas 18 at the time of Sharp's visits and recalls his dad teaching Sharp the stepms,
Sharp first wrote down the tune of a dance and then while whistling or slnging it
learnt the steps and figures by dancing opposite a8 n0.2 and mimicing Taylor.This
was Sharp's technique at Sherborme and Fleldtown as well and as all three traditions
were published very soom after being collected,it is not suprising that some of the
"polnts” of the dances as published do not appear in Sharp's papers and also

that as he taught the dances immediately to the "demonstration” side "points™ of
style have come down through EFDS teaching that do mot appsar ir the Morris Books,
Joynes the riddler

For some of the time at Longborough Sharp had the - aseistance of a local fiddler
George Joynes,then aged 23,who had had no connection with the morris but who

could read music.Till then Joymes had had no jdea that there had been & local
morris so well had it died.Sharp visited Taylor in 1911 (14.4.11) and. got to

hie great delight London Pride.Douglas Kennedy met Taylor on the 1912 towr by
Sharp's mens team,Clive Carey visited Taylor on 22,3.13 on a tour of the Cotswolds
for Mary Neal,

Mr Joynes was fired with enthusiasm after Sharp's vieits and wrote out some tunes
played by Harry's eldest son Henry a fiddler.Hs intended to glve them to Sharp

when he saw him agaln but they never met again.Joyn;ﬂ lived at Longborough with

his sister.He had beon a gardener most of his 1ife and & clock and watch repmirer
in his emre time.He had worked on farms and as a sherherd and in Donnington
brewery 2 miles away.He had made quite a collection of morris tunes but they wwre
stolen Just before WWII by a woman visitorx,

Rolf Gardiner

In 1923 Rolf Gardiuer went on & walking tour across the Berkshire downs and up
through the Cotswolds with Christopher Scaife,then at Oxford and later a mrofessor
at the University of the Lebanon,They met several Blngers and two dancers,Harry
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Taylor of Longborough and Charles Taylor at Church Icomb.Rolf remembersd Charles
doing a few steps for him but the meeting with Harry was overlaid with the memories
of susequent visits with the Travellimg Moxzrice.What he learat then was also
regathered by the TM members later.
There was & lot of dissatisfaction amongst the Camtridge udergraduate morris men
Just before this which found expression in Rolf.He wrote im Youth Vol.2,p.52,1923,
".esdf you plant them in artificial conditions where vulgarity is rife,all the
more 80 if you spray them with the germ-killer of a spurious traditionalism,...
«sothe dance subjected to the anatomical treatment of text-book legislation too
i & COrpsd.ec.."
He continued by proposing a 10 point programme for changing the character of the
EFIS,from classes to Festivalas,For this view that was 50 years too early he was
acked to drop cut of the Festival team for the King's Theatre,Hammeranith,2-7 July
1923.Hs then expressed his views on the EFDS and morris im Challenge for 6.7.23 and
17.7.23 and included,
"Only a few weeks ago as & guest at the house of Ptc.'l“aylor,once captain of
the Longborough side,X learnt something of the method by which Cecil Shaxrp
collected the dances of that particular village and was able not only to
correct some minor mistakes but to collect some new dances from Mr.Taylor
and another octogenarlan of the same mame who danced for the Oddington side.”
Few of what became the TM went all the way with Rolf's views.Many wers very orthodox
and these continued with the TM for many years and had a decisive influence on morris
in the early days of the Ring.

Rolf became friendly with Mary Neal.She had distanded the Esperance Clud during
the war years,the male members joining the army,the girls to war work and the .
children having to bs kept at home because of the air-ralds.She became a Secretary,
& civil service rank,in a btranch of the Pemsions Ministry.In 1919 (Globe 22.4.19)
she sald that some of the teachers were still active though and she was hopsful of
starting again,.However she resolved never again to fight publically with the EFDS
and encouraged her workers to assoclate with the EFDS branches springing up everywhere
in default of the Esperance organisation.She and Rolf Joined "Kibtbokift",a non=-
political moverment concerned with open alr camping,woodcraft and love of all lores
of nature.Miss Neal was "Keeper of the Open Hearth" at "The Cottage”,Amberley,Sussex
and Rolf was "The Ranger". Kibbokift was founded by John Hargreave on 18 August 1920
at a time when he was HJ commissioner for Woodcraft.and Camping to the Boy Scouts.
He later became political and turmed some of the movement into "“The Greenshirts"™ or
New Soclal Credit Party.

Rolf Gardiner wrote in 192 & brlef account of the Travelling Morrice which he
eventually published in his own magazine North Sea amd Baltic,High Sumner 1938,

"In the spring of 1924,two of the morris men(Cardiner and Heffar) comspired

to give the side (Cambridge) & taste of the real thing.They poisomed the

imagination of their fellows with the charmed names of Longborough,Fledington

and Sherborne.It was 1ike talking to the home stranded Crusader about

Jerusaler and the Holy Land.In this mood the Travelling Morrice was borm."
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PART THREE - THE TRAVELLING MORRICE

Rolf Gardimer wrote im 1928 that each Travelling Morrice tour achieved its owm

peculiar flavour and romamce.Each was cast under the spell of soms mrticular dance

or tradition.Thus the first Cotswold tour was umdoubtedly domimated by our discovery
of the Longborough dances axd the inspiration of that grand old gemeralissimo,

Mr Harry Taylor,octogerarian captaim of the Longborough side.....The -tours wers of

two sortss our pllgrimages to the holy land of the traditiomal villages and our

adventures abroad......The images recallsd by memory of thess Travellimg Moxrice
tours are profuse......dancing on the vicarage lawan at Longborough with the sun
dappled meadows below the elms opposite wavering in the heat..ss . raturning to

Longborough one evenling in early September,and damcing im the still sviolet-tinted

light Just before dusk,with Harry Taylor leaning or his stick im a black sult with

a white stock,shining upon us with undefixable Joy.0ld Charlie Benfield playing -

'Hop Frog"' to us,his fingers knotty with rheumatism,outside his cottage at Bouldj

Richard Beach singlng the ‘Forester's® song in the inn parlour at Bream;0ld William

Bond making us a speech on the lawn at Idbury.

A slightly shortened version of the log of the firat TM tour was published in

the EFDS News,May 1925,written by A B Heffer.The following are extracts comcerning

the contacts with the tradition,

Wednesday 18 June 19243
Burford = Durimg the show Captain Kettlewell,who acted as shephexd to the mrty,
amounced Mr,East,e Burford nonogemariam,who remsmbered rerfectly sseing the
traditional men dance in Burford.Apparently he did mot dance himself and the
information he vouchsafed was scanty.The one thing he criticized was the absence
of Bi1l lap'em (or Laugh'em),who was the fool with his bladder and cow's tail.
The dancing was "pretty” he said,"but why don't you have a Pipe,it's so much
more tuney than & fiddle,"

Fieldtown - Two interesting pecple were met heres Mr Franklin,the brother of the
dancer of that nmame and Mr Prately.Mr Franklin liked the damcing,but affirmed
that the stems were "too fussy”,and that the hey was dome quite wrorg.To drive
this home he did it himself,ard to everybody's suprise,put in an extra turm

which was most effective,
Thursday 169 Jume

Bledington ~ One of them spled a mromising lookimg 0ld man with side whiskers
and a keen appreciative eye looking on; he turned out to be Mr John Hitchman,
the dancer who used to play "squire" to the Bledingtom team.Mr John Hitchman
was extremely complimentary about the dancimg....Mr Hitchma remerbsred all
the dances perfectly - "We 211 likes Hop Frog and William amd Nancy but for a
good o0ld fashioned damce give me '01d Trunkle'" he sald Leapfrog he called
Hop Frog oxr Glorishear.
On the way to Idbury....a call was mid on old Mr Charles Benfield who lives
by hinself at Bould.He was delighted to see everybody,dbeit & trifle nervous at °
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the number of his visitors.Leapfrog was doms to honour him,whilst he stood at his
gate with beaming eye.Them akindly meighbour fetched his fiddle,and ,after much
rersvasion and with many a shake of his knowing old head,he commenced tuming up,
The business of tuming up was lomg for the instrument had mot besn used for many
monthe,but Alan had a tright idea and loaned his own fiddle.Mr Benfisld played
Hop Frog,Saturday Night and Bonnets So Blue but unfortunately the umaccustomed
instrument rendered his versions of the tunss somewhat difficult to follow.,

Idbury = ...the fetching in honour of poor old Mr Richard Bond,a one~time morris
ran and musician ~ his eagerness to mea the dancing was very touchinmg.....The
setting in Mr Robertson Scott’s garden was quite ideal and the auvdience most
enthusiastic.Richard Bond was 8o overcoms with emotion that he insisted on making
a very complimentary speech afterwaxds,The dancing was "proper pretty” he said,
and he had never seen Trunkles 80 well done,and "it takes a bit o'doing.” He had
hardly dared hope to ses any more dancing before he died,

Friday 20 Junes )
Very early Kemworthy and Alam hurried off to catch Benfield,before he went to
collect his pension in Bledington,and succeeded in noting dowa several new tunes,
among others a version of Saturday Night, _ '

Sherborne - ...at the invitation of lady Sherborne,the Travelling Morrice walked
up to Sherborne House and danced a few more dances on the lawm there.....lady
Sherborne generously provided tea,and during this sociable function a Mr Albert
Towmsend made friends with the Morrice men.He is an old dancer,now unfortunately
incamcitated from dancing with rheumatiem,but he said that "when he gets a drop
of beer insides ofihim up gets he and doss a Jig." Unfortunately mo supplies of
that sovereign mnacea were handy,and the pleasure of seeing him dance was denied,
However he did sing a song,Highland Mary,the tune of which was mther reminiscent
of Yankee Doodle with‘ a dash of The Farmyard Song § the woxrds were impossible to
mote.Townsend also mentioned & dance to this tune in which four took mrt,but he
had obviously forgotten how it went.

Saturday 21 Jumes

Longborough - ...splrits rapidly rose to fever height to see Mr Harry Taylor,the
old Longborough foreman,doing &2lleys in the strest to greet it.....Dancing took
place in the strest dbefore lunch,with Mr Taylor and Mr.Joynes,the flddler,among
the audience, (they - danced Hey Diddle Dis,Young Collins and London Pride)."Just
right quite,” said Mr Taylor as the rart moved off,and hearts swelled with pride,
Mr Taylor is the dearest old manm,very'shrewd but kind to a fault.....Mr Taylor ~
asked to be rardoned for "lardimg in"” and rardoned he indeed was,There was something
of the generalissimo about him.An interesting discovery was made here,that during
Whit week the tour done by the Morris mex of the district very mearly colpcided
with the out of the TM.....Mr Taylor,warmed with reminiscences of former "Jjangles™,
formed up the arty om the lawn ard rrocesdsd to teach four new dances in the
Longborough tradition - Saturday Night,Cuckoo's Nest,01d Trunkles and the 0ld
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Woman tossed up in a Blanket......Mr Joynes,careful mam,had a1l the times neatly
written out,and so it needed mo great imagmnation to copy them out for the use of
the Travelling Morrice,It appears that Mr Joynes got his tunes from Mr Henry Taylor,
(Mr.Joynes died im February 1964 aged 77 and Harry's eldest son,a fiddler but
not a dancer,died about 1953,aged im his 80's)
In 1961,Rolf Cardiner sald at the 38th annual feast of the Canbridge Morris Mem ...
“0ld Harry Taylor,ar octogenarian,with gleaming eye,met ue,immaculately dressed but
galleylng in the village street,'Skuse me lardin in surr,but thic-yer be & skew—
karnered dance’ was his comment on one item of our repartoire (presumabtly Swaggering
Boney).Cecil Sharp died om 23.6.24 while the tour was dancing its lasgt stand at
Adderbury and this had a profound effect on 81l the men involved,.
On the followlng Tuesday Kenworthy Schofield and Peter Fox visited Benfield,
Hitchman,Charlie Taylor of Oddington and Richard Bond ,Xenworthy again visited
Benfield and Harry Taylor in September 1924,
The third Travelling Morrice tour returned to the Cotswolds.It was reported im
the Oxford Weekly News for 9.9.25, Capt W R W Kettlewell said that the TM went...es
"to test correctness of dances taught by the EFDS,....8 nen from the Summer School
of the EFDS at Cambridge...., with Elsie Avril Playing....visited,...0ld dancers
turned out to see....there can be ro manner of doubt as to the accuracy of Cecil
Sharp's research and teaching.”
On Tuesday,25th August at Stow,they talked to Ned Hathaway.
The next day at Longborough they did two shows."The aristocracy of the district
awalted us on the vicarage lawn,Harry Taylor,of course,was there and overJoyed to
see us and it was under his friemdly but critical eye that the first show was given,
which was almost entirely Longborough,His reception of these was not iuifornly
approving although he was so pleased to see the dancing that he hardly likes to
criticise us....There was a good deal of new information from Taylor....We also
Pleased him by doing Cuckoo's Nest which he had taught us the last time."Schofield
wrote in his rapers that "he appeared quite satisfied and expressed suprise that
they had remembered 1t." The TM log continues "However whenm we tried Mald of the
Mill with sidestep and caper through we were Pulled up, 'not absolutely wrong,but
different from what he had done it',while Swaggering Boney was altogether wrong."”
He taught & revised versiom of the dance and Jockey to the Fair,a Jig."Beyond this
we heard of Saturday Night,Banks of the Dee and a heel and toe to We Wont Go Home
Ti11 Mormlng,which he whistled 1ike Greensleeves."
Schofield ard Douglas Kenmedy visited Taylor and others in October 1925 to confirm
what had heen learnt and to obtain further information.Some of the izformation gleaned |
was written up by Schofiz!d and published in the Journal of the EFDS in 1928 ‘
(Fieldtown) and 1930 (Longborough),
On the 7th TM tour Harry attexpted to remember a Longborough Hop Frog but failed,
The local interest generated by the TM visita encouraged some local men to get
together to practice.They met im a local barm under Joynes and Henry Taylor with the
help of Harry.They mever rose to a pihlic performance but there were mem im 1964 who
could still dance the basic stems,
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Order of Figures:

The order was flexible but normally Foot-up, Half-gip, Back-to-back, Whole—
gip, Whole-hey (Sharp). Then the chorus included 1/%heys the Ffinal
vasusua]lyanitted&thedanceendedwithga]ley&caper—mrtmthemd 1/2hey
ofadmms(Schofield)orﬂ:efinaldmmsmsmﬁttedmdﬂ]edancealdedvdth
galley & caper—out at the end of a Whole-hey to an A misic which imnediately
followed Whole—gip (Sharp).

It was the practice to shorten dances rather than let them flag & in
particular sidestep dances were performed "single", i.e. with the set reversed
for alternate figures (Schofield). Tt is probable that certain dances e.g.
London Pride,GjrllLeftBe!ﬁnd_l"g,verenormllydancedtlﬁsvay (Carey) and
that others, Banks of the Dee, Country Gardens, rarely were,

Phlf—mmdsgllocarredinskewcomerdmmesvhereﬂ]eyweremlydmced

the jumps every 2 bars with arms spread. The jumps usually but not necessarily
occurred in Foot-up, 1/2rounds or heys. Shuffles were noted in the middle 3
figures, J'mludjng%ole-gipbySl'mpbutlaterTaylorrepudjated shuffles in
set danc&e,preferﬁngaslwerandweakerfmnofbackstep&ajlmpfor once—
to-self.

Taylor tells Sharp "hends out and waving and held well wp all time but
opening them out at Jump. In sidestep one hand up waving. In capering true
circles vertical in front of body, out, then in (handks together), then out."

Morris Off: Hey Diddle Dis
Steppjngsequmcevastarsdoublestep,ga]leytunﬁngﬁghtromd (only
1st barofvtntisnwcomidemdaga]ley),Zl/?capers(ﬁnﬁes),and 4
plain capers ad 1ib. Start with 1/2rounds 2 or 3 times & then dance off

following leader.

Sidestep Dances: Banks of the Dee, British Grenadiers, Cowntry
Gardens, Girl I Ieft Behind Me, Greensleeves, Highland Mary,
London Pride, Old Woman T Dp.
(}lorus—usm]lyasid%teptoleft,Doublestepfadngfrmt,sidwtep to
right, feet together jump, then 1/Zhey but sometimes, e.g.0ld Women Tossed
Up, theFeettogemerjunpreplaoedbyadoublestepfacing front. 'Then
describing Country Gardens to Gardiner, Taylor insisted that the 2nd bar
was a doublestepandintinatedthathel‘ndlndd:ifﬁcultywith his own
side on this point.

Clapping dances:
BalﬂcsoftheDee&thidiM:i.]l
Hends: /b. T+r. b. T+l./ then 4 plain capers crossing with partners
Feet: T 14
&gojngeasymyintoheyvﬁ.thattﬁrstfacjngparmer. Repeat to place.
Gonstent Billy & Shepherd's Hey - clap & 1/2hey repeated.

/b= vir.—/b.—. TH1.~/b.-. behind.~/b.—. Tl l+r.~//
At Upper Slaughter Taylor, taught them to do 1/2 of whole-gip instead of
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Shepherd's Hey jig with more usual clapping touching feet, knee etc. in repeats
also danced by whole set facing up in colum, with either foot-ups
betweenas in jigs or nommel figures.
Country Garden — (Butterworth dance)
Chorus ~ bar 1 - 1st couple clap /b.

m r.b

bar 2 - 3rd couple clap /b.mn 1.b.~/

bar 3 - 2nd couple clap /b.unr.b.un 1/

bar 4 - all clap /b.belﬁnd.b.—//;hen 1/2hey & repeat.
Young Collins — the following ing for chorus & 1/2hey dance,

/5.b.b.~/rH.xT.tH.—/b.b.b.~/1H.1T.1H.~/
stamp stamp

Handkerchief Dances:

Two-by-two: Cuckoo's Nest
For alternate choruses face down & face up. Odd times when facing down 586
do4plajnwper'sthe113&4dittothenalld021/2capers&gaﬂeydominto
next figure. Even times facing up 182 start.

Partners Cross: Gallant Hussar
As Bledington dance except that the 2 sidesteps, 1/2capers, slow capers
etc. are done in place & then partners cross with 2 1/2capers going
straight into 1/2hey on wrong side. Repeat to place.

Progressive Dance: Saturday Night
Basic stepping sequence — 2 double steps, galley right, 2 1/2capers & 4
plain capers. Darmedinmmlh:eortm,start:ingatthetop&cmﬂnginto
dance progressively or all in from the start. When in opne line start
135642,passbyr.ightmmpers.%enNo.la]mstbacktotopi.e. 214365
all galley out to their left to colum formation, Whole-hey & galley &
caper—out.

Sta:inesl"brﬂs(B:ttennrthdame)G!orusianarts.

i) sidestep in place; long sidestep to left, short sidestep to right, feet

together jump.

ii) partners cross & back; cross with 2 1/2capers & galley right then

cross back with same stepping.

Corner Dances: - every other figure is 1/2rounds.
SuaggeﬁngBoney—ascorrectedbyTaylorv&mhesathave]Jjnglbnice.

Ist 2nd chorus ~ corners dance - sidestep to left, double step, sidestep to
right feet together jump to meet corner in centre. Fight right and
left at same time kicking right and then left feet together, then
cross to opposite corner with 4 plain capers.

3rd 4th chorus ~ corners do 1/2capers facing instead of fighting

Sth 6th chorus ~ corners do fore capers instead of 1/2capers.

7th 8th chorus - corners do upright capers etc.

Trunkles
Salute - corners meet & retire - double step, feet together jump, galley
to places (Schofield) or suffle back (Sharp).
Ist, 2nd chorus — 4 sidesteps & a galley across corner (Schofield) or a
double step feet together jump 2x & a galley (Sharp).
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3rd, 4thchorus—41/2capersendingwithga]1ey(8chofie1d)orendjng with 4
plain capers (Sharp).

5th,6thchonls-—4fore-capers&aga]ley.

7th, 8th chorus - 4 upright—capers & a galley,

Dance can be further lengthened by

Sth, 10th chorus - 4 fore-capers~with-galleys & a galley.

'Hm‘evasaHeel!ToedmmepresmablylﬂeSherborkasbhmhmm
Belle Isle'sl"hmh,ChSussanah&EWm't@}kne.

There vas a Longbarough Leapfrog but Taylor could not remember it.

Thereampmbablylmgbmnughmﬁloguesofioggf_@Bmch(&mgeng]m),
Dearest Dicky, even William & Nancy especially as they relied on neighboring
fiddlers who brought all sorts of tunes with them,

Slowcapershavebemdesczibedinvariwsuays. Taylor recognized several
forms:

Fore-capers rth. t .R. L,

Fore—caper-with-galleys /rtb. t. G(1t)/ (2 hops of galley replaces plain capers)

t
Upright—capers xh. or. R. L. the crosshops being done either forward crossing
xh

in front or backwards bringing foot behind the one with weight on it.
Taylor'ssmdesuibedhisfaﬂlerashavhgacaperﬁepvﬁ.chcmss—steps
then a jump turming around completely in the air.

Westminster Dances:

Big Jobn - start face up in colum.

Al - top couple do 6 double steps, galley out & round to face partner & then
walk to bottam while,

A2 - 2nd couple dance & galley they cast while,

A3 - 3rd couple dances galleys out but not cast. Set now reversed.

B A]llongsidestepeachway,Zl/anpers,4p13inmpersmspot.

C  Vhole-hey with jumps.

In repeats instead of stepping in A's use slow capers.

Golden Vamity - as Fieldtown Leapfrog dance with all figures lengthened by
adding sidosteptoleft&rightandga]leyup:inbarsS—Sandga]ley down
in bar 15. Start with Foot-up, end with Whole-hey. Chorus order:
1/2capers, galleys, fore-capers, leapfrog.

01d Harry - chorus in 2 parts
B—comers—doublestep,feettogetherjum,slrnxfflebacktoplace.

C - half-rounds
In repeats replace double step feet together jump with 2 1/2capers ar slow
capers, etc.

447



